Jeff Cormier, President
Dick Hopes, Treasurer

Officersand Director

Barry Humphus, Editor, Bubba Cheramie
George Kuffel, John Marcon, Chuck Middleton

Mentoring Program - If you have a project, aproblem in any woodworking area, these members have volenteered to help.
Givethem acall. Jeff Cormier: 582-3278; George Kuffel: 478-2707; John Marcon: 478-0646; Chuck Middleton: 625-3134;
Gary Rock: 433-1679; Eltee Thibodeaux: 436-1997; Dick Trouth: 583-2683. Each has years of experience and knowledge.

January Mesting Highlights

George Kuffel was our host this month at his fine shop.
Georgethanked Barry Humphusfor coming by to helpwith
the cleanup on Thursday.

New LCWW President Jeff Cormier, outlined the
agendafor themeseting. Therewasadiscussion and request
for meeting ideas solicited from the members present - Jeff
reminded those present that it iseveryone' sclub and every-
one should alwaysvoicetheir opinionsabout woodworking
matters. Jeff also reminded membersthefinal deadlinefor
duesiscoming soon and to send your $20 to Dick Hopes,
our treasure.

Safety should aways be on your mind wheninyour
shop or doing any project that involves power or handtools.
A brief discuss onwasheld on shop saw safety. Jeff reminded
everyoneabout the new L PB program that airson Saturday
at 2:30 PM.. - TheWoodsmith Shop.

Thedrawing for the Door Prizewaswon by Larry
Eagle- wethink hewon one of theserecently aswell - so
stand next to him at the ot machines.

Whiletherewas Show and Tell items, notesor pho-
toswerenot taken so we hopeyouwill bringthemback at a
future meeting so that the photos may be added to theweb
dgte.

Themain program thismonth wasabout platejoin-
ery using abiscuit joiner. Thebiscuit joiner providesfast,
accurateand strong joinery in much lesstimethanit takesto
lay out amortise and tenon or evenjust amortise. Modern
platejoiners can be used right out of thebox inonly afew
minutes

Premium biscuit joiner manufacturers include
Lamello, Porter-Cable, Dewalt, Makita, Ryobi, Freud and
aill.

Theprincipleof platejoinery isthe sameasmortise
andtenon. Thebiscuit joiner cutsamortisewhilethebiscuit
itself providesthetenon - without having to alow for extra
materid for thetenon (and cuttingit) or thetroubleof making
themortise (and cutting that).

Common usescan befor edgejoining to makewide
pandls, but joints, surfacejoints, and miter joints. Thereare
three common sizesof biscuits- #20, #10, #0, and specialty
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size FF. For best results, you should use largest biscuit pos-
siblefor thejoint. FF biscuitsand someother special sizes
may requirechangingtoasmaller bladeintheunit. Inaddi-
tion, special biscuitsmade of plywood arenow available.

Traditional biscuits are made of compressed
beechwood. When the beechwood biscuit is exposed to
moisture, it swells. The swelling combined with themois-
ture-containing adhesiveresultsinacompression fitting that
isvery strong - most say, stronger than conventional mortise
andtenonjoinery.

Oneof the cautions, however, because of theswell-
ing, you should not cut and install abiscuit closeto thesur-
face of your work piece. Asthebiscuit swells, it cantele-
graph its presenceto the surface of the piece - especially
largeflat panels. In other words, you end up with abiscuit
shaped bump onthe surface of apand that will not sand out.
Plywood biscuitsreducethiseffect, but becausethey don't
swell very much, they may havedightly lessholding power
compared to conventiona beechwood biscuits. Alwayscon-
sider thejoint you are making. Infact, you need to rethink
every joint youaremakingif you are convertingfromM/T to
biscuitjoinery.

Thebiscuit joiner offerstwo referencing planes—the
base of thetool against table and the fence. On the better
biscuit joiners, thefence can be doped or angled to arange
suitablefor thejoint you aremaking.

One of theimportant thingsto consider isaccurate
referencing using offset surfaces. Some of thiscan behelped
by using thinner biscuits. Onecautionisto keep the biscuits
dry (so storetheminatight container) becauseif they swell,
they won't fit thed ot cut by thebiscuit joiner blade. You can
carefully dry theminamicrowaveoven. Youshouldasouse
dust collectionif possiblewith abiscuit joiner asthey will
really blow the saw dust all over the shop and you and up
your nose. Thereis more on setup and layout for biscuit
joinery inthearticle onthe next page.

Coming Up ... Studio of John Marcon on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2008 at 9:00 am. Johnwill demonstratea
carving restoration of two stautes damaged during
Ritaaswel | asgouge sharpening techniques.
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TheWoodworking Shows
Theannua Woodworking Show in Houstonwill behe d April
4-6 at the Reliant Park Exhibition Hall. Theseareareally
great placeto seeyour friends, seethelatest toolsand tech-
niques, and find great bargains on anumber of woodwork-
ing productsfromfinishestotoolsof dl kinds.
Therearea o prizes(register on-lineor at the show)
and classesgiven by well knownwoodworkers. You can get
adiscount coupon worth $2 off theadmission price by going
totheir web siteat www.thewoodwor kingshows.com. The
cost is$6 for asingle day ticket or $9 for amultiple day
ticket.

Ultimate Bragging Rights

Your shopinanational magazine

Do you havethe kind of shop other woodworkersliketo
vigt?lsyour shop filled with clever ideasthat hel p youwork
smarter, faster, or safer? Have you designed and built spe-
cia tool racks, machine bases, cabinets, jigs, or other shop
helpersyou think your fellow woodworkerswould find in-
teresting?If S0, theeditorsat WOOD magazineinviteyouto
submit your workshop or individual shop projectsfor re-
view for possible publication infuture editionsof Americas
Best Home Workshops. Your shop doesn't haveto bebig,
or nit-picky clean. Theideascould be storage solutions, task-
specificjigs, shoptips, or the specid way you designed, buiilt,
and outfitted your shop. To submit your shop visit
www.woodmagazine.com/homeshops.

Biscuit Joiner Reviews

Workbench Magazinereviewed seven platejoinersacouple
of yearsago and all are till available or have equivalent
models. Thedetailsof what tolook for inaplatejoiner are
key and that will bethefocusof thissummation. At theend,
we' || show theresultsof their tests.

If Jeff Cormier sold you on the idea of owning a
platejoiner or after watching hisdemondtration, you redized
that you need to replace your old one (like me), here are
somethingsto consider before going to the hardware store
to get one. You just need to know what makes one joiner
better than another.

Inaword, thefence .Why isthefence soimportant?
All platejoinerswill cut aslot inthe edge of aboard with
absolutely no problem. Infact, based solely on thistype of
cut, we couldn’t recommend onetool over another. However,
when cutting dotsin bevel sor miters, or joining faceframes,
it becomes clear that the fences on these joiners are not
created equal. Thedifferencelieslargely in how thefences
register onawork piece. Therearea so mgjor differencesin

theease of adjustment and accuracy of thefences. Thereare
other important factors, such ashow well ajoiner gripsa
work piecewhilemaking thecut. (Imaginetryingto cut adot
inthe end of apiece of stock only to havethejoiner “dip”

and cut through the edge of thework piece.) Other aspects

that affect performancearethingslikesight lines, registration
marksand ergonomics.

ONE-PIECE FENCE. Thistype of fence, found
onthe DeWalt, Craftsman, and Ryobi, givesyou two choices
for joining miters. Thefirstistoregister off the outsideface
of awork piece. Thisgenerally worksfine, but can beabit
“tippy.” Oneother limitationto thisfencetypehasto dowith
board width. Thewide opening intwo of thesefences(the
Dewat and Craftmsan) letsany board narrower than 21/2"
dipthrough thefence. Inthat case, the second optionisto
register off theinsdeface of theboard. Theproblemhereis
that any misalignment will bevisible onthe outside of the
joint. (Theinsidefacesare guaranteed to lineup sincethe
tool isregistered onthemwhile cutting the biscuit dots.)

TWO-PIECE FENCES. TheLamello, Freud, and
Makitaplate joiners are equipped with two piecefences.
One part of thefenceis permanently attached to thejoiner.
The second part, called an angle guide, can beremoved for
sometypes of cuts (seethe drawing). For joining miters,
thesefencesaso offer two options. Thefirst optionisto set
thefenceto 45° with the angle guide attached, asshownin
Figure 3. This“traps’ thework pieceand holdsthejoiner
securely during the cut. Thisdesign does have one serious
limitation, though. Whenyoutry to usethisconfigurationon
aboard that’ sthicker than 3/4", the“tip” of themiter holds
thejoiner away fromtheboard. For thicker stock, the solution
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is to remove the angle guide and use the joiner fence to
register off theinsideface, just likethe one-piecefence.

TWO-STAGE FENCE. Porter- Cable' sfenceis
best described asatwo-stage design (whichisdifferent than
thetwo-piecefencescovered earlier). Thefirst stageadjusts
from 0° to 90°. Inthisstage, it functionsjust like atypical
one-piecefence. However, unlikeregular one-piecefences,
thisfence providesapositive hold on even the narrowest
boards. The second stage alowsthe fenceto adjust from
90° to 135°. Using this setup, thetwo-stage fence“ traps”
the work piece, much like atwo-piece fence. But what's
better about thisfenceisthat it’snot limited to 3/4"-thick
stock.

HEIGHT & ANGLEADJUSTMENTS. Onefind
considerationthat affected our opinionsof all thefenceswe
looked at ishow easy it isto set the angle or height of the
fence precisely. The two-stage fence of the Porter-Cable
hasthebest adjustment quaitiesoverall. Theheight and angle
scaesareclearly marked, which makesaignment easy. And
a fine-threaded jackscrew allowed for exact height
adjustments. We aso liked the rack-and-pinion height
adjustment on the Makita (see the drawing on page 2).
Thisfence adjusts quickly, stays square, and locks down
solidly. Thefencesonthe Freud, Lamello, and Ryobi plate
joiners are moved up and down by hand, whichisaless
refined adjustment system.

ANTI_SLIPDEVICES. It'simportant that aplate
joiner doesn’'t “dlip” asyou plunge the blade into awork
piece. Thereason this“dippage’ happensissmple. Asthe
joiner plungesforward, the spinning blade makes contact
with thewood and drivesthetool in thedirection opposite of
the bladerotation causing thetool to dip. Each of theseplate
joinershas somedeviceto help control dipping. Someare
better than others. One such deviceisapair of anti-dip pins.
Thesearedesignedto “bite” into thework piece. Thepins
can beretracted so they don't scratch awork piece on a
visblesurface. Thesegenerdly work well. Oneweskness of
these pins, though, istheir placement — usually far apart.
They offer no holdwhenworking with narrow stock. A second
type of anti-dlip deviceisthe abrasive strip used by Porter-
Cable. Thisdoesn't havethe same gripping power aspins,
but it does cover the entireface of thejoiner, so it engages
eventhenarrowest stock. Lamello’ssilicone padshad one
of thebest gripsin thegroup. Unfortunately, thisdesign has
the same limitation as the pins— they’ re spaced too far
gpart to do any good on narrow work pieces. Ryobi covered
thefaceof their joiner withamaterial Similar to arouter mat.
Thisheld thejoiner quitewell. However, oneof thetesters
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said thematerial madeit difficult for himto know whenthe
tool wasset firmly against thework piece.

The Porter-Cable557 platejoiner scemsto have
been designed to avoid every weaknessfound on many of
the other toolsinthistest. Thetwo-stagefenceonthisplate
joiner isclearly thebest fenceinthegroup. Theangleof the
fenceadjustsacrossa135° range, makingit eadly adaptable
toany joint. Adjusting thefence height by usng afinethreaded
jackscrew isaso an excellent design. The Porter-Cablealso
hasthe best ergonomicsof thetest group. The Porter-Cable
557 platejoiner isvirtualy flawless, and an easy pick for the
Workbench Editor’s Choice award. $200 at most retailers.

Theexceptiona qudity of Lamdlo’'sC2 platejoiner
isevident ineverything fromitssuper-smooth plunge, adepth-
setting knob that operates silky smooth, and an overall fit
andfinishthatisunrivaedinthisgroup. $349 availablemail
order.

TheMakita 3901 takesthird place and Top Value
honorsinthistest, thankslargely to somethoughtful festures
builtintothistoadl. First arethelargetensonleversand knobs
on thefence. These are handy when making frequent setup
changes. Also, the two-piece fence on the Makitauses a
rack-and-pinion height adjustment, which holdsthefence
paralée tothe blade and makesfine-tuning thefenceasnap
$170 availablewiddly.

Although the DeéWalt DW 682 didn’t win one of
thetop three spots, westill consider it an excellent tool. The
one-piecefenceof thistool iswell marked with graduations
of 1/16" on height scleand 1° incrementsontheanglescae.
Adjusting theheight of thefenceisaccurateand quick thanks
to the rack-and-pinion mechanism. $165 availablewidely.

The Craftsman Professional isessentially aclone
of the DeWalt with afew key differences, related mostly to
ergonomicsand comfort. It hasaknob rather than ahandle,
makingit moredifficult to operate. $165 availablewidely.

TheFreud JS102 isasolidly-built, affordable plate
joiner that performswell onceyou get used to afew of its
idiosyncrasies. Despite finishing last, we do have afew
positivethingsto say about the Ryobi IM81. Priced at under
$100, thiswould be agood tool for a budget-conscious,
occasional user. Edited by Barry Humphus from
Wor kbench Magazine.

Timeto Renew

It'sthat time of year, yesit’stimeto pay your duesto the
LCWWC and continueto receivethisnewd etter and goto
meetings. Send your $20 duesto Dick Hopes, 1139 Green
Road, Lake Charles, LA 70611.



