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held in
shop of

month. They also have made

some block puzzles for the older

chaps.

In other news, Ron Stowe brought
a cedar bowl he had been working
on and gave a siartiing floor-
to-bowl impact demonstration. He

made the bowl from a piece that

was not structurally sound and it
flew apart on him. This is the

second in two months, so wear eye

and head protection when visiting
Ron in his shop!

Bill Tolin brought some lidded

box turnings and showed the
group how he made the lids fit
perfectly.

John Perry made some Cajun Pa-
per plate holders with crawfish
and alligators on them. He saYs

he loves his job with SKIL be-

cause he gets to play with the tools
and get paid for it too!

Jim Couvillion made some beauti-

ful clocks from some of that scraP

gum that he acquired.

L.D. Gordon brought some

Ilrppy llalloween!

wooden horses he cut on the scroll

saw. He mentioned theY took
many blades to cut them because

the wood was so hard.

Mitch Morgan brought the high

chair he made for his son. The

chair was made of oak and had a

bent-wood back. He thanked Burl
for the use of his tools to comPlete

the chair.

NOTICE:
The meeting will be at Bob Patin's

shop in October. Bring your toYs

to be collected.

HIGHLIGHTS
This month's meeting was

the newly air conditioned
Jim Couvillion.

We began by discussing the ToY

Project. The members have been

hard at work producing the area's

finest wooden toys. Even Santa

would be proud how his elves in
Lake Charles have been Pouring
the Christmas spirit into each and

every toy. No total count of the

toys as of yet, but we should know
at the next meeting.

John Perry, Eugene Verret, and

Burl Vincent have been working
tuning up the engines in the

wooden dragsters they have fin-
ished. Nemo Robinson and his

wife Betty have painted the animal

puzzles that John Perry cut last



Are We Running (}rrt Of IImI) er?
Some people say we are running
out of timber because industry is
harvesting it faster than it's grow-
ing. Is this true? According to
"Forest Statistics of the U.S.
1992,u the net volume of growing
stock timber in the United States is
increasing, as shown by the graph
below. The timberlands of the
U.S. now contain 28o/o more stand-
ing timber volume than in the year
1,952.

We stiii have 70Yo of the forests
that were here in 1600 - 737
million acres are reserved from
harvest by law or are slow grow-
ing woodlands unsuitable for tim-
ber production. The remainder, or
490 million acres, are called tim-
berlands; forests that can produce
more than 20 cubic feet of wood
per acre annually. They are
growing more trees today than 40
years ago.

In our desire for the natural beauty
of hardwood, are we jeopardizing
our forest's future? Hardwoods,
used for railroad ties, are the
broad-leafed trees that lose their
leaves each autumn, like oak,
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maple, cherry, and ash. Are we
harvesting more than we grow?
Statistics show that the U.S. grows
far more hardwoods than are har-
vested each year. The facts are
that:

1. There are 82Yo more hardwoods
now than 40 years ago.

2. In the U.S., most hardwoods
grow east of the Mississippi River.
In Canaeia, f.iiey are most abundant
in Quebec and Ontario-

3. In 1991,,rve used 5.35 billion
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cubic feet, but we also added 9.6.-
billion cubic feet of timber to the
hardwood forest inventory. We
lost 2.49 billion cubic feet to fire,
insect and disease for a net gain of
1.81 billion cubic feet.

4. The most abundant species are

the oaks - 36% of the growing
stock.

Are we running out of timber?
The facts definitely say, NO!

From the l-oresi-Resource Fact Booli oi the

National Hardwood Lumber Association
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