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President’ sMessage

| want to " Thank" Jeff Cormier for taking my spot last
month at themeeting. "Thank You." Fromwhat | have heard
the meeting / eating went good. Therewasagood showing
for the" Show and Tell." | dso heard that therewasn't enough
food, | guess someonetook my place on being hungry.

At thetime of themeeting(l spent the night in Wichita
Fdls, TX.),| wasonmy way home. Earlier | went toWichita
Fdls, TX. for aturning seminar of 3full days. SWAT (South
West Association of Turners) had at least 4 if not more na-
tiond turnersalong withturnersfrom Texas, Oklahoma, Utah,
Maine and probably some statesthat | am forgetting.You
weresitting afew feet from thenationa turnersand if you
wereintheback. They had 2 giant TV's set up with around
6 different camerasthat wereset uptothe TV's. Theces
sionswere 11/2 hourslong. In-between the cessionsyou
couldgoshopinabig, bigareafull of vendors. Inoneof the
cessionsthat | attended wasby aturner (forgot who hewas)
that after roughing out the piece, he demonstrated theyou
canuseany thingwithinreason asaturning tool withagood
sharp edge. From amachete, hoe ( thekind that you usein
the garden) to wood chiselsto planes. Have aready used
thelast two beforegoing to theseminar. It wastuff trying to
stay awake after eating thelunchesthat you werefed ( the
food wasgreat) in the afternoon cessions. Ended up spend-
ing around $300 for wood which | could have spent more
onburlsfromAustrdia. If you needed theneedtoturn, the
Houston club had acouple of |athes set up with club mem-
bersdoing and demonstrating turning. If you need helpfrom
tool holding, to the presentation of thetool to thewood they
would help you. Along with showing how to sharpen the
toals. I know that | am being abucket mouth onthis, sol will
moveon.

Our next meeting (Nov.) will take place at the Stines
storein Lake Charleson Nelsonroad. Themeeting will kick
off around 9 am. with our club business. Arron Andrepont
will havethe"Bring Back Item," for thismonth with Chuck
Middleton havingit for December. Remember to bring your
"Show and Tell." After our business meeting wewill move
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out to atrailer wherethe demongtrationswill take place.

Something | want yall to think about isat our Christ-
mas meeting at Chuck Middleton's shop. Do you want to
havea"White Elephant” gift wrapped presents. Thisisagift
that could be something good such asasmall turned bowl,
carving, abox to abroken tableleg useyour imagination. It
will bedl infunwith everyonebringing a least 2 giftswrapped
so that everyone can have achanceto get agift and agood
laugh. Everyonebring agoodie or twoto eat if you want to
for our December meeting.

Moving on, as of Dec. 31, 2007 | will resign from
office. Inthe newdlettersthat | got from Bob Patin,(inthe
beginning of theour club) thetimelimit for the president was
set for oneyear, asof Dec. 31, | will have beeninfor amost
ayear and half. | feel that itstimefor someone el seto take
my spot. So between now and Dec. 31, 2007, yall need to
bethinking on who you want for your next president.

At the board meeting held here at the house (whichis
open to the club members), the schedulefor the up coming
monthly meetings(2008) follows: January will beat George
Kuffels, February will beat John Marcons, Marchwill beat
JohnMarcons; April will beat JW.Andersons, May will be
at Dick Hopesand Junewill beat Dick Trouths. If you have
anideafor atopic or want to see ademonstration seeeither
mefor now or oneof the other board membersand it will be
put on the agenda. "Remember to be safe, you must and
need to work safe", so at the end of the day. You can close
the shop and go into the housewith everything that you en-
tered the shop that morning, afternoon or evening. And not
make an emergency tripto the hospital or worse. Gary Rock

Annud Dues

Thismonthwewill start collecting duesfor 2008. Theprice
remainsthesameat $20 for afamily membership. With that,
you get al of the meetings, the Newsd etter and much more.
SeeDick Hopesor mail your check to Treasurer, 1139 Green
Rd., LakeCharles, LA 70611.

ComingUp ... Saturday November 10, 9:00am. a STine
Lumber inLake Charlesfor aFrued Saw Demongtration.
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For Sale

Member DDick Trouth hasacoupleitemsfor saethis
month.

1- G-10188"x65" Grizzley jointer w/knifesettingjigand
extraset of knives-$650.

1-4"x24" Craftsman belt sander-$40.

Please contact Dick at 583-2683

MoreOn‘For Sal€’ Items
If you have one or moreitemsfor sale, please give Barry
Humphusacall at 477-8474 or email himand givehima
description and price. Mention if the priceisnegotiableand
whereitem may be seenif needed. If theitemisunusud, you
should send Barry aphoto that can beincluded inthe news-
|etter.

Notethat the newd etter isgenerally completed on
the Saturday or Sunday prior to ameeting and that isthe
deadlinefor getting your For Saleiteminthe newdetter.

Limiting TornGrain

Torngrainisadifficult chalengefor woodturners, eventhose
with considerable experience. Occasionally, even withthe
sharpest toolsand the best techniques, you cangettorngrain
whileturning. Reversed grain aress, soft or punky wood next
to sound wood, density differences between early and late
wood, wild grain and other situations can cause grain tear
out whileturning. Some speciesaremoresusceptibletograin
tear out than others, but there are effectivewaysto dea with
thischallenge so your sandingwill beeesier.

An way to prevent grain tearout is to stop and
sharpen your gougeif you notice any areasthat are not cut-
ting cleanly. Theedgelifeonyour gougeishighly variable,
thusyour first and best responseto any cutting problemyou
encounter, isto stop and sharpen your tools. If that doesnot
solvethe problem, thenyou still havelotsof optionsavail-
abletoimprovethequality of your surface.

Onequick and easy way toimprovethe cut quality
inatorngrain areaisto apply pastewax to thearea. Smply
wipeasmall amount of pastewax (Renaissance Microcrys
tallineWax workswell but isexpensive, or even common
Johnson’s Paste Wax will work) into the stubborn areaand
take another cut with your freshly sharpened gouge. This
can be quite effective on sometimbersasthewax helpsto
gtiffenthefibersdightly, sothey can cut cleanly.

Another optionisto spray abit of clear lacquer onto
thearea. Allow thelacquer to dry and take another cut with
your gouge. Thisishighly effectiveon many timbers, sogive

it atry. Spray Shellac also workswell, but if you do not
alwayshaveit on hand, suse Lacquer. Lacquer driesvery
fast andredlly hel psto stiffenthetornfibersto allow themto
becut cleanly.

If you do not want to apply anything to the surface,
consider shear scraping the areawith afreshly sharpened
scraper. When you shear scrape, hold the angle of the cut-
ting edge at 45 degrees and lightly skim the areawith the
scraper. Thiswill produce feather light shavingsthat ook
likegoosedown. Shear scraping isan excellent techniqueto
deal withtorn grain and offersaside benefit aswell - less
sanding.

A properly shear scraped surface can reduce your
abrasive protocol up to 50%, by alowing youto start sand-
ing as high as 320-grit. While you can useit primarily to
reduce sanding, it worksequally well to repair damaged ar-
€ss.

L ast but not least, you can power sandthetorngrain
and removeit with abrasives. Thisistheleast desirable op-
tionfor many people, asvery few wood turnersliketo sand!
However, at timesthismay beyour last, best option. If you
haveasmall patch of torn grain that you want to sand, lock
your lathe spindleand lightly power sand the specific area
beforeyou begin sanding therest of the bowl.

When you have removed the damage, unlock the
lathe spindle, turn onthelatheand sand asnormal. Thearea
youworked onwith thelathe off will beblendedinto therest
of the surface and should disappear. If your damageisvery
deep, thisoption may leaveadipinthesurface. Thereareno
doubt other waysto repair surface damage, but these have
been the most reliablefor meand | encourageyouto give
oneor moreof thematry thenext timegraintearoutrearsits
ugly head in vyour studio. From www.
woodtur ningvideoposts.com, edited by Barry Humphus

MicrocrystalineWax

Mentioned aboveisaproduct I’ ve used for many years -
MicrocrystallineWax. Vince Vincent encouraged meto get
some afew yearsbefore he passed away and | have never
been more pleased with theresults.

Wood itemsdemand different finishing products be-
cause many of theitemsthat we produce are designed to be
used, or handled frequently. For example, writing pensand
salad bowlsvs. coffeetablesor chestsof drawers.

For finishesto succeed on functiona woodturnings,
they must be ableto withstand constant, or frequent han
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diing. Thisisavery different environment than what furniture
istypicaly exposedtoinuse. Whileyou probably touch your
chest of drawersacouple of timesaday getting clothesin
and out, you do not holdit in your handsfor extended peri-
odsof time, likeyouwould with awriting pen. Theend result
of thisisthat many of thetraditional finishesthat work well
onfurniture, may not work aswell onwoodturnings.

Oneof themost popular finishesfor woodturnersis
wax. It may be used asthe solefinish, i.e. Beeswax on a
salad bowl, or asatopcoat i.e. Carnauba paste wax over a
buffed ail finish. Thekey to using waxesonwoodturningsis
to understand the advantages and di sadvantages of each wax
and then choose the best product to meet your needs.

Thereare many different typesof waxesavailable.
However, for thisdiscussonwewill limit oursel vesto insect
waxeslike Beeswax, vegetable waxeslike Carnaubaand
Petroleum WaxeslikeMicrocrystdline, asthesearethemost
common types of pastewax that woodturnersare now us-
ing. A quick review of thesewaxesisin order:

Beeswax isaglandular secretion from young worker
honeybeesthat isused to build their honeycomb structures.
Contaminantssuch aspollen, gumsand resnsadd various
colorsto thewax, which can rangefrom yellow to brown.
Used by itself, Beeswax producesanice, subtle satin luster.
Itisfrequently used asabaseingredient intraditional paste
wax finishes.

CarnaubaWax isobta ned from the outer waxy coat-
ing of pamfrondsfromthe Coperniciacerifera theBrazilian
Carnauba Palm. Carnaubawax isthe hardest natural veg-
etablewax available. It producesavery highglossandis
frequently added to other waxesto increase their melting
point, glossleve, durability and lubricity.

MicrocrystallineWax isapetroleum wax containing
branched and cyclic saturated hydrocarbons, aswell asnor-
mal dkanesfrom deoiledresidud bright sock lubeoil Sreams.
Microcrystalline waxes have acrystalline structuremuch
smdller than natural waxesand haveavery high resstanceto
moisture, alcohol, acidsand fingerprints. Microcrystaline
waxes are obtained from theresidual fraction of crudeoil
distillation (Petrolatum) or from crude oil tank bottoms.

Beeswax and Carnaubablended waxes are popular
for wood finishing and are produced by numerous manufac-
turers.. Early in my woodworking career, | used Beeswax
and Carnaubafor some wax finishes, or astopcoats over
other finishes. However, | learned very quickly that Bees-
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wax and Carnauba was not always the best choice when
used onwoodturnings.

Fingerprints, and the occasional summer shower at
anart show proved that Beeswax and Carnaubalooked nice
intheshop, but failed quickly intherea world of every day
use. The acidic nature of our fingerprintsisvery hard on
many waxes because most waxeshavevery littleacidress-
tance.

AslI grew tired of continually rebuffing my work; |
fell back onmy love of chemistry and started looking for a
better quality wax, onethat would work invirtually every
situation | could throw at it. It would have to stand up to
routinehandling, resist water spotsand fingerprintsand keep
itsluster for along time.

| dsowanted acrystal clear wax, onewith no chalky
residueleft behind after buffing. Lastly, my wishlistincluded
awax that ispH neutral, so | didn't need to worry about the
wax damaging theunderlying finish, or delicatesurfaces This
wasatal order for any wax to achieve, but | knew there had
to be something better.

VinceVincent told me about Microcrystallinewax.
They have been used for many yearsby antique restoration
businesses, by museumsand a so by high-end leather manu-
facturers.

Microcrystallinewaxesarefar and away, thefinest
wax you can put on your woodworking in my view. They
offer excellent resistance to moisture, food acids, alcohols,
moderatetemperaturesand are pH neutra naturally. Another
benefitisthat they will not show fingerprintson treated sur-
faces. Microwaxeswill not show fingerprintson treated sur-
faces. Microcrystalinewaxesaso dry crystal clear, withno
chalky resdueandresist dust aswell.

| usethe Renaissancebrand of MicrocrystdlineWax,
madein London England. Itiscarried by most of thewood-
working suppliersnow and at many other storesthat carry
Speciaty waxes. Microcrystallinewaxes cost morethantra:
ditional waxes, about $25.00 - $30.00 for asmall tin, but
they last along timeand areuseful for many other jobsaround
your home.

Besides waxing al of the cured finishes on your
woodturnings, you canaso useit onyour furniture, on smooth
leathers (purses, leather furniture etc) and appliancessofin-
gerprints don't show. In addition, you can useit on glass
decorativeitems; metal and wood pictureframesand any-
thing elsethat can be safely waxed. Seven Russel, Edited
by Barry Humphus.



