Vol. 17, No. 12

Gary Rock, President
Dick Hopes, Treasurer
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Mentoring Program - If you have a project, aproblem in any woodworking area, these members have volenteered to help.
Givethemacall. Jeff Cormier: 582-3278; George Kuffel: 478-2707; John Marcon: 478-0646; Chuck Middleton: 625-3134;
Gary Rock: 433-1679; Eltee Thibodeaux: 436-1997; Dick Trouth: 583-2683. Each has years of experience and knowledge.

November Meeting Highlights

Stine Lumber was out host thismonth with David Stine say-
ing afew wordsin appreciation to themembersof the Lake
Charles Woodworkers. The Lake Charles Woodworkers
sincerely thank David Stineand Stine Lumber not only for
their continued sponsorship, but also for continued support
of our group. Without them and other woodworking ori-
ented companiesin thearea, the L ake CharlesWoodwork-
erscould not exist.

Gary Rock’smonthly safety briefing wasabout lathe
safety ashe showed photos of achunk of wood still embed-
dedintheceiling of hisshop asareminder to himevery time
heenters. Thewood camefrom an 18 inch disk of sprucehe
wasabout to turn. John Perry reminded everyone of the dan-
gers of table saw kickback. John did atable saw tune-up
demongtration afew yearsago and discussed how kickback
can happen. Aaron Andrepont told us about hisreinforced
shop apron - something anyone should consider having. The
bottom lineisto expect the unexpected. John aso mentioned
that he hasasubstantial number of maplecutoffsandtogive
himacal if youare
interested.
® Theprinci-

pal focus of this
month’s meeting
was an invitation
4 by Stine’s and
Freud Tools.
GeorgeMdley did
anall day presen-
tation at the Lake
Charles Stineson
their products. He
started by telling
someof thehigtory
of the Freud Tool
company andwhat
they dointhepro-
cess of manufac-
turing their tools.
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L ocated inthe northern part of Italy, Mr. Malley described
hisexperiences at the factory where the carbide and other
productsare produced.

Malley told of the great materialsresearch Freud
has done over many yearsof careful work. Freud develops
different typesof carbidefor each application to maximize
the cutting lifeand performance of thetool. He pointed out
that Freud isone of afew companiesthat manufacturer it's
own carbide blends. Malley added that Freud |leadsthein-
dustry ininnovative manufacturing, precision productsand
quality service,

Malley mentioned that Freud hasover 1,500 differ-
ent saw blade configurationsand 920 different router bits.
Hesaid that thekey to abladethat stayssharpistheparticle
size of the carbide and Freud hasthe smallest at only 4 mi-
cronsingze. Freudisasoan OEM manufacturer for DeEWalt,
Milwaukeeand others.

Malley’s Freud truck was quite aplacetovisit as
well. He continued to talk to customersand train Stine per-
sonnel throughout the day.

For Show and Tell, Jmmy Everett brought atwisted
piece he had carved into asnake motif. Rock showed of f
some hisrecent turning with alarge aspen bowl, acotton-
wood piecewithinlay and anatura edged bowl of mountain
willow. Gary also had acollection of some of histreetop-
persand briefly discussed how to stabilizethem during turn-
ing. Heused aliquid shoedieasacol orant. Barry Humphus
mentioned that Ritz dieproductsareexcellent and available
inhundredsof colors.

At thelast meeting of the Board of Directors, the
schedulewas set for thefirst half of 2008. In January, we'll
meet at George Kuffels shop for a demonstration of the
Legacy system. February and Marchwill beaJohn Marcon’s
studio. April will seeusat JW. Anderson’sshop in DeRidder
whilefor May and June, we' |l beat Dick Hopesand Dick
Trouth’sshopsrespectively.

Coming Up ... Saturday, December 8 at 9:00 am. at the
shop of Charleneand Chuck Middleton. Therewill belots
of goodiesto eat and wehopeyou bring somefavoriteitems.
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Fromthe President

If you missed our last club meseting a StinesLumber inLake
Charles, youmissed big pileof eatsprovided by StinesLum-
ber along with abig pot of coffee. Dennis Stine asked to
speak to our group, which | gladly gave himthefloor. He
talked about the last timethe club met at the lumber com-
pany then talked about Safety. He stated that they open all
their meetingsfirst, talking about Safety, then onto business.
After histalk, | took over and conducted our business. On
theagendafirg wasthe"WHITEELEPHANT" gift exchange,
theclub member passed. Whichisyou bring TWO wrapped
presents. It can be anything from asmall box to aturned
bowl toabrokentableleg. Itisall infun-useyour imagina
tion- and when the presentsare chosen and opened we move
ontothenext person. Therewill beno stealing or swapping
during thegift exchange.Now after theexchangeif you want
to do some swapping that's up to you. If you want to buy
something instead of making something for the"White El-
ephant Exchange,”" therewill bealimit of $25 per present.
Thiswill beafter our "SHOW and TELL" and safety talk.

Aganif you missed last monthsmeeting you missed
thetalk by George Malley whoisFREUD representative.
Heasked fromthe start of histalk, "how muchtimedid he
have?" | told him hehad till 12:00 noon- hehad roughly two
and half hours. Hehasavast knowledge of his product and
kept everyonelaughing withtalesthat hetold dongwitha
ton of information on hisproduct- FREUD toolsfrom router
bitsto saw blades. Timeliteraly flew during thistime. After
histak, we spent time cleaning and packing hisdemo pieces
and bringing them out to histruck. When entering histruck |
was amazed at the equipment that he had in there and he
(George) wasvery happy to help you with aproblem from
router bits- which John Perry asked him about rai sed panel
bits to saw blades on his table saw. | couldn't stay for |
received aphone call that | was needed at aremodel job
dgte.

Asl stated in my letter last month, Dec. 31 of this
year ismy last day in office. | hoped that you have thought
about who you want asyour next club president. With this
sad, beforeyou nominateaclub member for the Presidency,
you must get their OK to dothis. Thenif thereismorethan
onenominated for theoffice, thenwewill takeavote.

JW. Anderson will donate an Adirondack Chair that
hewill makefor the December raffle.

Itstimeto pay our annual club dues. Where can you
have so much fun on aSaturday morning onceamonth at a
different membersshop esting dl those good dough-nutsand
drinking good coffee. The"Bring Back Item” for December

will be Chuck Middleton (whereweare having our meeting)
andin January will be John Perry.

We are entering the time of theyear wherethereare
lotsof parties, kidsand grandkids coming over. Please keep
your mind on thejob at hand and not on whao'scoming over
or theparty that you aregoing to. You want to go through the
holidayswith everything in place that you were born with
and not atrip to the Emergency room. Always expect the
unexpected and to be safe you must work safe.

| send best wishesto al our membersand their fami-
liesduring the upcoming holidays.

Merry Christmasand avery Happy New Year."
Gary Rock.

Woodworker’sBench

A non-member in Amitewroteto merecently asking about
what to do about astandard woodworker’sbench. Hewas
just starting his shop and needed advice on what he should
do. Thisseemed andinteresting challenge, soweresearched
thepossibilities.

A standard woodworkersbenchisgenerally 48" or
so by 24" wide, though that can vary. I’ ve certainly seen
plansfor 32 or even 36 inch widetables. Thereal key isto
include one or morewoodworking visesintheplans.

Therearesevera onthelnternet and theseare gen-
eraly good designs. For example, Jeff Greef at hisweb Site
hasagreat design nearly anyonecan build. Seeit at www.
jeffgreefwoodworking.com. At www.workbenchdesign.net
you can aso find afree planfor agreat workbench.

Thereare also several onthe market that you can
purchaseready-build or as
akit. Infact, most modern =g
workbenches come as a
kit after you receive the
shipment.

In addition, the
planslisted aboveprovide
references on where to
obtain workbench hard-
ware such as vises and
bench dogs. Rockler,
Woodcraft and others have both plansfor sale aswell as
complete benches plushardware your can get.

An aternativeto the classic workbench isthe as-
sembly table. Whilethese can vary agreat deal depending
on your requirements and the size of your shop, the best
adviseit\sto build one of morethat arethe same hieght as
your table saw. That way, you can useit asagiantrest when

handling large stock such asfull sheetsof plywood.
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2008 DuesAre Due Now
TheL ake CharlesWoodworkers Club dependson your con-
tinued support. Without you, the LCWW could not exist. So
now isthetimeto send inyour annual subscription. Itisjust
$20for afamily membershipfor al of the Newd etters, the
meetings, the great interaction with other members, Show
and Tell and so much more. Why not renew your member-
shiptoday?Thelow cost and considerable benefitsare some-
thing that youwill continueto enjoy and benefit from.

Just send your $20to Dick Hopes, Treasurer, 1139
Green Road, Lake Charles, LA 70611. Or at the next meet-
ing, just see Dick and give him your check or cash. Youwill
get amembership card that entitlesyouto discountsat local
suppliers.

Call For IdeasandArticles

Over thepast 12 years, | have been creating and writing the
L ake CharlesWoodworkers monthly Newdl etter. To date,
we haveissued 204 newsl etters during our 18 year history
asanorganization and | have had the opportunity to publish
144 of them. That amountsto a576 page book.

| am awaysstruggling eechmonthtodotthis, tofind
theinformation that ssemsbothtimely and rlevant toyou. |
do not dwaysacheivethisprincipaly becausel receivelittle
or no support from the membership on what they want to
see and read about.

Recently our President Gary Rock asked if it were
possibleto exapand the newd etter toinclude more articles
and morephotographs. Thereisnofinancia reason that this
cannot be done. According to Dick Hopes, our treasurer,
wecanwell afford to havealarger newdetter.

Thetroublewith Gary’sgreeat ideaisthat | can barely
fill threefull pageseach month. Flling fiveor sx pageswould
beanightmaregiventheresources| haveat my disposal. |
do not havethe support of themembershipin-so-far asideas
onwhat should beincluded.

| admit that afew membershave been very helpful
including Gary for hisgreat President’'sM essageeach month
(wehopehisreplacement continuesthisfinetradition), Dick
Trouth, George Kuffel, Jeff Cormier and acouple of more
that | havesmply forgotten to mention, have suggested sev-
era thingsthat I’ veturnedintointerestingitems.

But fellow members, | need your helpand | need it
morefrequently than once or twice adecade. We currently
have about fifty members, all of whom arebright, creative
and work hard. Help me by doing just atiny bit more - just
onceor twiceayear. That way you'll continueto get our fine
Newd etter and make me much happier producingit. Barry

Humphus.
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ChristmasPicture Frames
Don't youjust hateto make apictureframe. You know what
| mean - your spouse says - Oh, what awonderful print -
you can framethat can’t you? Your head dropsdown, you
lift it up and smileand say Sure Darling, what ever youwarnt.
| hate making thembut I’ vefound that the best policy
Isjust to smile, nod and put it of f until next year - haha- wish
| could.

The standard pictureframeisaprecision peice of
work. The cornersmust be exact of course but just ascriti-
ca arethelengthsof thesides. If thelengthsarenot dead on,
thecornerswill never fit.

Here'showtodoit. Determinethedesired picture
frame dimensions. Remember to use the mat, not the pic-
ture, asaguideto determinethefinished dimensons. Choose
pictureframemoulding, builder'smoulding or lumber for your
frame. Picture frame moul ding can be obtained at framing
stores, art storesand larger craft shopslike Hobby L obby.
Builder'smoulding and lumber can befound at your local
homeimprovement store.

Measurethewidth of your chosen framing materia
and multiply thisnumber by 8. Add to thismeasurement the
length of each side of your desired frame. Dividethetotal
inchesby 12 (most wood material issold by thefoot). Pur-
chasethisamount of framing materid plusafew inchesextra
incaseof acutting error.

If usng ahandsaw, cut themouldinginto four pieces,
onefor each side of theframe. Each piece should measure
the desired length of the side plus twice the width of the
wood. Thisextraamount isfor themitered corners. Usea
mitre box and ahandsaw to cut the end of each piecetoa
45-degreeangle. Themitrebox alowsthe piece of wood to
beheld firmly and will guidethe saw sothat it cuts at the
correct angle. Now lay the cut frame piecesout onto aflat
work surface and arrange them so that they form aframe.

Usewood glue and corner clampsto join the cor-
ner sectionsof theframe. Apply thewood gluea ong the cut
edges, pressthe piecestogether, and hold thepiecesin place
with acorner clamp. Glueand clamp al four corners, then
turntheframe over so that the back isfacing up.

Apply twoV nailsalong each glued corner seam
with ahammer. Pace one nail toward theinside edge of the
frameand the other toward the outer edge. The midpoint of
thenall should rest on the seam and the open portion of the
V should be pointed toward the inside edge of theframe.
Findly, removetheclampsand dlow theframeto dry over-
night. Do any sanding or staining of theframeafter thedrying
processiscomplete.Happy Holidays. Barry Humphus.



