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Mentoring Program - If you have a project, aproblem in any woodworking area, these members have volenteered to help.
Givethemacall. Jeff Cormier: 582-3278; George Kuffel: 478-2707; John Marcon: 478-0646; Chuck Middleton: 625-3134;
Gary Rock: 433-1679; Eltee Thibodeaux: 436-1997; Dick Trouth: 583-2683. Each has years of experience and knowledge.

March Mesting Highlights

TheMarch meeting wasquitespecid aswehad Stevelegrue
over from The Cutting Edgein Houston to talk to us about
finishesat John Marcon’sstudio. If you go to Houston, you
should alwaysplanto goto the The Cutting Edgeasyou will
find very knowledgeableand friendly sales peoplewhowill
assist you in selecting just theright tool s or equipment for
your project. Steve's presentation summary startson page
two.

Jeff Cormier began the meeting with atalk about
table saw safety and specifically regarding two ssmple ac-
cessoriesthat limit kickback on table saws. Thefirstisthe
riving knife. Thisdeviceisrequired on all table sawscur-
rently soldintheUS. Theriving knifeisathin meta flange
that Sitsjust behind the saw bladeand risesand falswiththe
blade.

A riving knifepreventsaphenomenon known askick-
back. Thisoccurswhen thewood iscaught by therear edge
of thetable saw blade, lifted off of thetable and propelled
backwardstoward the operator. Two circumstancesusually
cause kickback: The closure of the kerf behind the blade
due to the relief of stressesin the wood asit is cut, or a
binding of thewood between the blade and avertical fence
used to guide the wood into the blade during the ripping
operation. Whenyourip, never removetherivingknife.

The second safety accessory for atable saw isa
splitter. A splitter isastationary blade of metal, plastic or
wood that holdsthe kerf open behind the blade. The safety
function of ariving knifeisthesameasagsplitter - it prevents
thedot cut into kerf from closing behind the blade onarip,
or alowing the stock that may bind between the bladeand
fence from getting caught by the teeth on the back of the
blade. Jeff showed ashop-made splitter that could be used
on any table saw you might own.

Thedifferencebetween ariving knifeand asplitter is
that the riving knife does not need to be removed fromthe
table saw when doing cross-cuts because it ismounted on
the same mechanism that mountsthe blade, allowingit to
movewith thesaw bladeasit'sraised, lowered or tilted.

Show and Tell brought usagreat hollow formvase

by Gary Rock of cottenwood, a braclet box from Tom
Pagel www.lcwoodworkers.com

Bergstedt of zebrawood, wanut and walnut burl, while John
Anderson showed areplicasaw handle of cherry andamal-
let. Immy Everett brought afew of hiswonderful carved
walking canesmadeof roseof Sharonwood. Mr. Thibodeaux
brought aneat Easter scrollwork.

John Perry showed some photos of some cabinet
work he hasrecently doneaswell asaButler’stablephoto.
John al so suggested that the LCWW’smight do a‘garage
sale asafundraiser project, selling work that the members
had done. At the next Board meeting, wewill likely discuss
thisposshility.

Beforethe presentation got started, John Marcon
reminded everyone about housekeegping - cleaning your shop
after each project or at theend of theday. Itisgreat towalk
into your shop, ready to gotowork withaclean and orderly
shop - the tools are put away where you need them, the
floor isclear of debrisand you can safely start your project.
Every member who hasworked at theloca industrial plants
knowsthis- it was pounded into to them over many years
and it works. A clean and organi zed shop isasafe shop.

John also passed out samples of Franklin
Internationa’sTite Bond Il glue and pointed out how gra-
ciousthey areat answering your gluing questions. If you have
aquestionsabout gluing, Franklinisglad to help with your
project. If you haveaquestion, fed freeto givethemacall at
(800) 877-4583.

Steve L egrueisamaster at woodworking. Hisvast
experienceand careful attention to detail resultsin extremely
finework. Hisstore, The Cutting Edge, islocated at 11760
S. Sam Houston Pkwy W., Houston, 77031, and isthe best
placeto gointhisregionfor finetools, suppliesand wood-
working equipment. The store hasrecently partnered with
Rockler and now carriesmany of the speciaty itemsRockler
offers.

Asmuchasweliketo build thingsout of wood, few
of us like to tackle the second part of the project -- the
finish. Oftenit takesasmuchtimeto apply thefinish asit did
to product theitem. Seethearticle on Pagetwo.

ComingUp. .. Saturday, April 12 at 9:00 a.m. the shop of
JW.Anderson
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SteveLeGrue, Master Finisher

If you spend as much time doing the finish on aproject as
youdomakingit, youwill amost dwaysbesatisfiedwith the
result. What finishesdo ismoderate the movement of water
into and out of wood. By applying afinish onyour project,
you protect the piecein many waysincluding cracking, split-
ting and surface damage. Theformer ismostly amatter of
water moving into and out of thewood.

To get to the point of finish, you must preparethe
surfaceasmuch aspossibleasany finishwill magnify surface
defects. Surface preparation typically (but not always) in-
volvessanding the surfacewith varying grits. You should a-
waysusefiner and finer gritsasyou progressthrough the
sanding process, carefully wiping off after each application
and Do Not skip grits. Skipping agrit only resultsin higher
cost of sand paper and morelabor for you. Thekey to sand-
ingistosandtoagrit that isapproximately thesamesizeas
the cell width of thewood. Further sandingisgenerally a
waste of timeand sand paper. For example, soft woodssuch
aspineneed agrit of about 220for thefina sanding whereas
harder wood, such as maple may require only about a150
orit.

What you want to do isopen thewood only enough
totakeafinish.

L eGrue suggested that one of the better surfacing
techniquesisto use a scraper or aplane rather than sand
paper. These devicesleave abetter surfacethan sanding and
of course, no grit than could requirere-sandingif largegrit
particlesareleft behind.

What remainsafter sanding, scaping or planing may
befilling the pore of thewood, largely depending on the
surface you want to achieve. If your goal isto have aso-
caled‘natura fed’ tothesurface, you don't need tofill the
pores. If youwant aglassy smooth finish, youwill needto
useaporefiller. These are used acrossthegrain of thewood
andnotwiththegrainaswithatypica find finish. Thetrick is
tofollow theinstructionsthat comewith the product. Choose
onethat closely matchesthewood color. You can aso use
artist’stints (Hobby L obby and others) to precisely match
thewood'scolor.

Another colorant for finishesaredyesand pigments.
Dyes color thewood frominside out, that is, they are ab-
sorbed into thewood, changing itscolor. Pigmentsare sur-
face colorants, covering thewood ontop to achieve thede-
Sredresult.

A variation on pigments are so-called Gel stains.
Thesesit onthe surface, ater the color of thewood and are
easier to apply than many of thetraditional pigment stains
and colorants.

Dyesand pigmentsvary agreat ded intermsof avail-
ability, what they do and how they are applied. Again, al-
waysread the product container beforeyou purchaseto make
certain you are getting what you want. For example, if you
usethe same brand of finish throughout the project, you are
most likely to achieve product compatibility. But thereare
some productsthat are universal. The one product that is
compatiblewith every finishisshellack.

Because shellack usesalcohol asit’sreducer, itis
fast todry and safe. Shellack isin fact used to coat medical
productssuch aspillsand candiesand istherefore safeto
use on any surfacethat comesin contact with food. If you
haveto usefinishing productsthat are not compatible, you
should use shellack betweenthem.

Another point LeGruemadeisthat al oil-based fin-
ishesaregeneraly compatible. For ingtance, if you areusing
an oil-based pigment, you can safely useapolyurethane coat
over that solong asyou prepare the surfaces correctly.

LeGrueadso discussed catalytic and evaporativefin-
ishesincluding standard polyurethane and so-called water-
base polyurethane.

Herecommended using glossy polyurethane of all
coatsbut thelast (if you want asatin finish). Thefirst coat
should be reduced should be reduced to one part poly to
two partsthinner (paint thinner or minera spiritsdepending
onthe container - they are exactly the same. Notethat you
can al so useturpentine - smellsbetter). In other words, do
not use polyurethanes straight out of the can, reduceit with
paint thinner regardlessof your final finish.

For thefinal finishif using poly, usealto 1 reduc-
tion, thatis, 1 part poly to 1 part reducer. Asaside note, |
liketo use poly, reducer and boiled linseed oil atalto 1
ratio with afew drops of adryer. Three coats of thiswill
produceavery finefinish.

L eGrueal so discussed lacquer asafinish. For the
most part, thismust be sprayed onyour project usngaHVLP
spray gun system. Thetrue advantageto lacquersistheex-
tremely fast dryingtimeswhichiswhy itisused for high pro-
ductionwork infurniturefactories. However, Deft makesa
brush lacquer that can be used inanormal shop. Liqueurisa
so-called‘ hot’ finish asthe second coat meltsinto thefirst,
much likeshellack.

Thefinal finish that Stevedescribed in hispresenta-
tionwaswax. Wax isnot avery good protectivefinish de-
spitethat most are very easy to apply and leave asoft ook
to the peice. Despitethe ease of use, you should avoid those
waxesthat containtolueneand benzineasthey arevery toxic
and you should useachemica respirator when applying them.
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Gel and Thin Bodied Stains
Therearemany typesof stainsonthemarket but al of them
fall into two general categories. gel and thin. Of thelater,
thereare severd carriersor reducerssuch asminera spirits,
oil and water so they penetrate thewood to varying degrees
depending onthewood grain structure. Gel stains, however,
do not generdly penetrateand Sit on the surface of thewood.
By theway, thereisone other generd stain-like product set
—chemicalsthat changethe color of thewood by reactionto
thetannininthewood. But that’ sanother story

To understand how thesetwo generd typesof stains
behave differently, imagineapieceof wood asif it werea
diceof bread. Applying agd staintowoodislikespreading
jelly onto bread. Thejelly sticks, but it doesn’t penetratethe
porous surface of the bread. You can spread thejelly, but
you can’t apply itinathin or tranducent layer theway you
can, say, warmed buitter. Likefluid butter, thin-bodied stains
go onthinand penetratethe surface.

Because gd stainslieon awood surfaceinstead of
soakingintoit, they uniformly color porousand nonporous
areasalike. That makesthem relatively goof-proof, and a
great help to many woodworkers. In addition, they don’t
runor Splaiter, and areespecidly handy for gpplyingtoverticd
surfaces.

Nevertheless, gel stainsdo have certain drawbacks.
You want avoid them on projectswith lots of tight corners
and crevices becausethe stain collectsin thesetight spots
and ishard to remove. Thin-bodied stainsdon’t havethis
problem because they wick into tight spots and the areas
adjoining them. Becausegd stainsdon’t penetrateaswell as
thin-bodied stains, they don’ t bring out the depth of thewood
grain as well as thin-bodied stains. That's why many
woodworkers prefer thin-bodied stainsfor porouswoods
such asoak, ash, mahogany, and walnut.

Speciessuch aspine, maple, cherry, and birch have
relatively nonporous surfacesthat don’t absorb stainswell.
These woods have areas where edge or end grain popsto
thesurface. So, when you apply thin-bodied stainsto them,
you can get splotchy areasof light and dark staining because
of uneven absorption.

Therefore gel stains help you achieve uniform
coloration onthesewoods. Althoughyou can buy conditioners
specially made for sealing hard-to-stain woods prior to
staining with thin-bodied stains, that combination generally
donot giveyou asgood aresult asgd sainsdoinmany tests
we' veseen..

Some-timesyou can’t avoid combining woods of
dightly different coloration or mismatching grain patternsin

the same project surface. For example, various red oak
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boards may vary from palewhiteto pink in tone, and they
may have flat-sawn or quarter-sawn grain patterns. If
economicsdictate that you must use such boardstogether,
you can hel p givethesurface auniform gppearance by using
gd dains.

Today, you can buy fiberglassand hardboard doors
with awood-grain embossed surface, and steel doorswith
non-embossed surfaces. Gel stainshelp you give both types
of surfacesagrain-like appearance.

With embossed surfacesyou smply apply agd dain.
Because it doesn’t spread out, the stain stays on the flat
surfacesand collectsin heavier amountsin the embossed
crevicesof thegrain. Thissamenon-spreading quaity makes
ge gansided for goplying artificid wood graintoflat surfaces,
such as steel doors, with awood-graining tool. Note that
Zar brand wood stain, athough not atruegel stain, isthicker
than thin-bodied stainsand a so worksfor wood graining.

Becausegel stainscollectin crevices, they dsohelp
you give some projectsafaux patina. You smply wipeon
the stain, thenwipeit off, leaving the stainin crevicesand
other spotswheredirt would accumul ate over theyears.

Threegd stainsrecently tested by Wood Magazine

varied considerably in thickness. The Minwax product was
just dightly thicker than the Bartley product, and the Wood-
K ote stain was considerably thicker than the other two. So,
the Wood-K ote product possessed all of the qualitiesand
the drawbacks of agel stain to agreater degree than the
others.
For example, the Wood-K ote did the best job of masking
uneven wood coloration and graining, but it wasalso the
hardest to apply and wipe off. Removing it from crevices
wasachoreaccording to their tests.

If you likethe goof-proof nature of gdl stains, they
recommended using the Bartley and Minwax productsfor
all of your stainingwork. Regardlessof your skill level, the
Wood-K ote seemed best suited to the tasksasdescribed in
theWood Magazinearticle.

Sogo ahead and givegd stainsatry. Just remember
todwaystest your stain on asamplepiecebeforegpplying it
to your project. From Wood Magazine, edited by Barry
Humphus.

DUES

Make certain that you have sent you annual duesto Dick
Hopes, 1139 Green Road, Lake Charles, LA 70611, asthis
isthelast Newdetter that you will recivewithout paying. It's
just $20 per year for afamily membership and you really
can’'tgowrongwiththisded.



